
JOSIAH WHITLEY RETURNS WITH   LAY ME DOWN IN ROSES   
HIS ALBUM FROM JUNE 15, 2017

WHITLEY DELIVERS AN INSPIRED PERFORMANCE 
ON LOVE, LOSS AND TALL TALES

Portsmouth, OH – Lay Me Down In Roses, the second full-length album by singer-
songwriter Josiah Whitley and was released June 15th off of his XXO Record Co. label.
Whitley is a unique artist in his lifetime. His music is influenced by the likes of Tom 
Waits, John Prine, Guy Clark and Bob Dylan, artists that his generation has either 
ignored or has no recognition of in name or sound, which in turn has allowed Whitley 
to be loved by older generations and accepted as a totally new sounding artist by his 
own. The simplicity of the recording and production of Lay Me Down In Roses only 
adds to the sharp contrast in the musical soundscape.

Regardless of the album's title recording the album was no bed of roses. Whitley was 
at a crossroads in his life, having been laid off from his day job, running low on 
bookings and even found himself homeless. This not only accounts for the minimal 
production but also for the passion in every performance. Whitley had been performing
these songs for almost a year live but hadn't the funds or the necessity to release 
them. Now with his back to the wall it was do or die. Because of Lay Me Down In 
Roses Josiah Whitley has been able to flood his calendar with show dates, effectively 
making him a full-time musician who no longer has to look for a place to park his car 
so he can sleep for the night. 

The album's title comes from the heartfelt Fall Into Me, an intimate track about a lover 
yearning to persuade another to give heart over fully as he has done to her. “That's a 
true a story as ever,” Whitley says. “The best songs are the ones where you look in 
yourself and capture exactly how you feel in song. I just got lucky I suppose.” Lucky he
says, but every song from the single The Ballad Of Johnny to the mournful Heaven 
Ain't For Fools and more are all fine-crafted songs full of simplicity, sensitivity and wit. 
Doug Lauderdale, the host of Knoxville, TN, The Blue Plate Special radio show, sums 
the album up in one sentence; “Your songs are like a movie for my ears.”

For press information about Josiah Whitley please contact Josiah Whitley at 
josiahwhitley@hotmail.com or go to www.josiahwhitley.com/press 
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